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i am delighted to welcome you to the Rose of Tralee Regional 
festival 2014. it’s a particular privilege to extend a special 
welcome to all those who have travelled from america, 
Britain, canada, Europe, australia, the Middle East and 
from all over ireland to celebrate with us this weekend.
 
Each year over 1,000 young women participate in Rose 
of Tralee events worldwide and this year sees another 
tremendous gathering of Roses at any one single event. 
it is my pleasure, on behalf of the entire Rose of Tralee 
family to congratulate the 60 Roses who are here with 
us, on being chosen to represent their regions, states, 

counties and countries.
 
Each lady is an outstanding ambassador and exemplifies the true spirit of modern young 
irish women.

The Middle East region has grown to four centres over the past two years following the 
establishment of abu Dhabi in 2013, this year sees the arrival of a Bahrain and Oman Rose for 
the first time in Laois.

in 2014 we plan to build on the legacy of last year’s Rose Gathering, a successful concept 
similar to what the Rose of Tralee international festival has been delivering for over 50 years. 
The international festival in Tralee from 15-19 august will be bigger than ever with events to 
suit people of all ages including parades, fireworks & air displays, funfair, free & affordable 
concerts and so much more.
 
finally, i hope your time in county Laois is enjoyable and that it will whet your appetite for 
another gathering with our ever-growing Rose family in Tralee at the Rose of Tralee international 
festival in august.

Le gach dea-ghuí,

Oliver Hurley 
General Manager, Rose of Tralee international festival

as cathaoirleach of Laois county council, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to 
Portlaoise, and co. Laois for the Rose of Tralee Regional festival 2014.

My colleagues and i, as the elected members of Laois county, are delighted to be associated 
with the Rose of Tralee Regional festival again this year. This festival has gone from 
strength to strength over the years, and gives a great economic boost to the county. Laois is 
ideally situated to host the Regional festival, due to our geographical position. 

i would like to commend Laois county council and the Board of Laois Tourism for all their 
efforts in the organisation of the event.

i would also like to acknowledge the support given to 
this festival from the sponsors of the event, especially 
the Heritage Hotel Portlaoise and the Maldron Hotel in 
Portlaoise, and castle Durrow.

i would like to take this opportunity to wish all the 
Roses the very best of luck over the coming days.  Each 
of you is a credit to your families and your counties.  i 
hope you enjoy your time here in county Laois and we 
hope to see you returning here in the future.

Cllr Mary Sweeney 
chairperson Laois county council

The Rose of Tralee international festival celebrates the 
broader irish family of some 70 million people.

You have joined that celebration through your 
participation in this gathering in co Laois. Sponsorship is 
key to the running of any festival and we are especially 
grateful to Newbridge Silverware who remain a 
strong supporter and lead sponsor of the Rose of 
Tralee international festival for many years now. We 
welcome our Rose of Tralee, Haley O’Sullivan, as our 
guest of honour at the event and we are delighted to 
congratulate our host, Dáithí Ó Sé and his wife Rita 
Talty on recently becoming the proud parents to a 
little boy, Mícheál Óg.

a special thank you to the Regional festival hosts - Laois Tourism and Laois county council. 
Their generous support and commitment since 2008 has seen the event flourish and grow 
to what is now a major highlight on the Rose of Tralee calendar. To the Portlaoise Heritage 
Hotel, the Maldron Hotel Portlaoise and castle Durrow country House Hotel, who once 
again have been outstanding hosts, our sincere thanks. To the people of Laois, thank you 
for opening up your towns to welcome the friends, supporters and families of the Rose of 
Tralee, we are extremely grateful for your support.

Welcome, enjoy the festivities and family fun, and thank you for taking the time and 
showing the generosity to be part of this occasion.

Anthony O’Gara 
Executive chairman, Rose of Tralee international festival 

Once again for the 7th year running, it is my great pleasure to welcome you all to the Rose 
of Tralee Regional festival in Portlaoise. in particular i would like to welcome the irish & 
international Roses who have travelled from near and far to county Laois. We are delighted 
to be hosting this event again and wish you all a memorable and enjoyable stay.

Laois county council through its elected members and management is endeavoring to 
promote and develop Portlaoise and county Laois as a key events centre in ireland and this 
festival is one of the drivers of the process. adding to our festival this year will be the Voices 
across cultures Street Market festival which takes place in Portlaoise on Sat 31st May & 
Sun 1st June. county Laois and Portlaoise promises to be a hive of activity during the June 
Bank Holiday weekend with the Rose of Tralee Regional festival and the Gordon Bennett 
irish classic car Run, which has become an inaugural part of the festival.

i would also like to thank the key sponsors of the Rose 
of Tralee Regional festival, including the Portlaoise 
Heritage Hotel, The Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise, castle 
Durrow, Portlaoise Downtown Traders Group.

a special mention also must go to the work of an 
Garda Siochána and the Laois civil Defence for their 
support to the festival over the years.

i hope you all have a very enjoyable weekend and 
look forward to meeting you again in the future. 

Peter Carey 
Laois county Manager, chairperson Laois Tourism committee.

Welcome

Portlaoise Tourist Office +353 (0)57 862 1178

Midland Regional Hospital, Portlaoise +353 (0)57 862 1364

Portlaoise Garda Station +353 (0)57 862 1105

Useful Telephone Numbers
Portlaoise Fire Station +353 (0)57 862 1323

Laois County Council +353 (0)57 866 4000

Portlaoise Taxi Service Co-Op +353 (0)57 862 2417

Portlaoise Train Station +353 (0)57 862 1303

J.J. Kavanagh Coaches +353 (0)56 883 1106

Aircoach +353 (0)1 844 7118

Greetings to you all and welcome to Portlaoise!

WHaT a year it has been! When i think about how much has changed and the relationships that have been formed 
in the 12 months since i was selected to represent Texas in last year’s Rose of Tralee it is hard to believe it has only 
been a year.

Last april i was honored to have been chosen to represent Texas in the Regional festival the Rose of Tralee in 
Portlaoise ireland, where i met 60 incredibly talented and accomplished young women. in Portlaoise i had the 
opportunity to become friends with women from every corner of the globe, all connected by one common thread, our 
irish ancestry.  Bonds formed in the few short days we spent together continue to flourish and thrive today. it was 
during my time in Portloaise that i learned exactly what the festival was all about, a celebration of young modern 
women of irish descent. Each woman i spoke with during my time in Portloaise left me in awe. i count myself lucky 
to have been given the opportunity to be reunited with my friends and travel back to ireland a few short months later 
to participate in the Rose of Tralee international festival held in Tralee, county Kerry.

This trip had a fairy tale ending for the Texas Rose center. i was stunned to hear my name as the woman who would 
go on to represent all of the spectacular women who took part in this year’s festival.

During my year as the Rose of Tralee i have traveled to 14 different counties in ireland. i traveled to New York and 
Washington Dc during the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations. as well as having the opportunity to support foundations i 
feel passionately about. i traveled to Belarus in support of chernobyl children’s international fund with adi Roche and 
14 other Roses and Escorts, where our bond was further solidified. it was on this trip i learned that children are just 
that, children, regardless of their disabilities or the circumstances they are born in to.  i traveled to ireland for the first 
ever friends of a Ball, formed in honor of the 2010 Texas Rose, the late adrienne Hussey.  and this coming Monday, 
June 2, i will participate in Dublin’s mini marathon in partnership with Epilepsy ireland.

i have been in magazines, on radio, in newspapers, and on television this past year. i have 
had tea with the first Minister and Deputy first Minister of Northern ireland. i have met 
various politicians and learned of the genuine desire ireland’s people have to make it the 
best possible place it can be. i have written letters to little girls who dream of becoming the 
Rose of Tralee and experienced a dream i couldn’t have imagined for myself!

To the women who are here representing their counties and local communities, i want to 
congratulate each and every one of you on a job well done.  Your family and friends are 
incredibly proud! i wish you all the best of luck!

Haley O’Sullivan  
Rose of Tralee 2013

IN MEMORY OF DOTT
The Rose of Tralee International Festival family recently said goodbye to Dorothy “Dott” Henngeler, the 2011 
Washington DC Rose, after she lost her brave battle against brain cancer. Following is a message from the 
Henggeler Family:

“We wish to express our deepest gratitude to the International Rose of Tralee for your outpouring of love 
and support during Dorothy’s struggle with brain cancer. We were overwhelmed by the love and kindness 
that was shown to us in so many ways.

A special thanks to the Class of 2011 who welcomed Dorothy back to Killarney with such dignity and 
grace. Dorothy was blessed to have you as her second family. As we move forward and celebrate life 
together, we will remember the joy of the Rose that was Dott.”

ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam

a MESSaGE fROM THE  ROSE Of TRaLEE 2013

Dáithí Ó Sé has presented a variety of programmes on RTÉ including 
Today, The Daily Show and The Rose of Tralee and was a Judge on 
The all ireland Talent Show for three series. He has also
presented summer series called Epic Walks.

Dáithí has presented The Rose of Tralee four times on RTÉ since 2010 
and helped deliver the most watched Rose final in over a decade. 
Dáithí also took part in The Restaurant, RTÉ’s celebrity You’re a Star 
in aid of the Make a Wish foundation and celebrities Go Wild for 
the People in Need Telethon. Originally from Dingle in county Kerry, 
Dáithí studied in Mary immaculate college in Limerick. He worked 

with TG4 for over 10 years as a weather presenter and presented a 
variety of programmes including Glór Tíre, Dáithí ar Highway 61 and 
Dáithí ar Route 66. Before becoming
a weather presenter Dáithí worked as a teacher, a butcher, a 
ferry driver around the Blasket islands and even a short stint as a 
ringmaster with Duffy’s circus. Dáithí has a long association with 
the Rose of Tralee international festival. He was the chairperson 
of the Judging Panel in 2009 when the festival celebrated its 50th 
year. This will be his fourth outing as the Selection Host at the 
Regional festival in Portlaoise.

Dáithí Ó Sé

3



 (SuBJEcT TO cHaNGE)

WedneSdAy 28tH MAy

7.30pm  Dinner & Entertainment in the Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise

tHurSdAy 29tH MAy
10.00am  Some Roses visit The Den & Portlaoise Educate Together School
12.30pm  Lunch for international Roses & Judges in Portlaoise Heritage Hotel
2.00pm  Some Roses depart to visit abbeyleix House & Gardens
5.00pm  Roses to enjoy Dinner at Ena’s Restaurant, Mountmellick
7.30-9.30pm  People’s Park & Beat on the Street Disco
9.30–11pm  Trad Night for Roses in The Druid inn, Mountmellick

FridAy 30tH MAy
  9am-12pm  Midlands 103 Outside Broadcast: Will faulkner presents Midlands Today from LiVE from the Portlaoise Heritage Hotel 
10.30am  Some Roses visit cuisle centre & Portlaoise Shopping centre
12.15pm  all Roses & Judges lunch in Portlaoise Heritage Hotel
2.00pm  Official opening of the Rose of Tralee Regional festival 2014 with the Rose of Tralee, 
 Haley O’Sullivan & RTÉ’s Dáithí Ó Sé - civic Plaza  (Reception with cathaoirleach, local dignitaries, Rose Buds)

8.00pm  Regional festival Selection Night 1 hosted by Dáithí Ó Sé, Portlaoise Heritage Hotel
11.30pm  annual festival Singsong in Portlaoise Heritage Hotel

SAturdAy 31St MAy

10am-8pm  Voices across cultures Street Market festival - Portlaoise Town centre 
2.00pm  Vintage car Rose Parade
2-4pm The aMaZiNG cuban Orishas Latin Musical mix with a cuban flavour - Portlaoise Town centre
2.30pm  Street party, markets & entertainment - Town centre
3.00pm Des Hopkins Jazz Band Performance - Portlaoise Town centre
3.15-3.45pm  Roses visit Twinned Pubs
3.30pm Emerald Baton Twirlers Recital - Portlaoise Town centre
8.00pm Regional festival Selection Night 2 hosted by Dáithí Ó Sé, Portlaoise Heritage Hotel
11.00pm  festival Disco, Portlaoise Heritage Hotel

SundAy 1St June
11am-6pm  Voices across cultures Street Market festival – Portlaoise Town centre 
11.00am  Some Roses attend Mass at The Most Holy Rosary church, abbeyleix
1.00pm  Roses attend lunch in castle Durrow with Rose centres & Judges
8.00pm  Regional festival Selection Night 3 hosted by Dáithí Ó Sé, Portlaoise Heritage Hotel
11.00pm  Judges retire to make decision
11.20pm  announcement on stage

MOndAy 2nd June

10.00am  Photo Shoot with Selected Roses & Dáithí Ó Sé
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NICOla O’HaRE

TaMaRa PaYNE

ArmAgh

DonegAl

VERa McGRaTH

CIaRa SORaGHaN

KIlKennY

louth

lauRa GallIGaN

DEaRbHla McMaNuS

CAvAn

FermAnAgh

ZaRa HEalY

SINéaD O’SullIVaN

leItrIm

meAth

CaITHlIN CORRIGaN

KaTIE DObSON

AntrIm

DerrY

KaTIE O’NEIll

KaTHlEEN MaHON

KIlDAre

longForD

MIRIaM SMYTH

SHaNNON PaRR

CArlow

Down

TERESa MaRIa bRENNaN

HaNNaH FERGuSON

lAoIs

mAYo

JOaNNE O’GORMaN

NICOla CORCORaN

ClAre

gAlwAY

DaWN RYaN
lImerICK

VOiCeS ACrOSS CultureS Street MArket FeStiVAl 
10AM-8PM SAturdAy 31St MAy & 11AM-6PM SundAy 1St June

The Roses are looking forward to experiencing this exciting new fREE event in Portlaoise and it promises to be a vibrant display of highly 
engaging multi-cultural activities complete with – Ethnic foods, crafts, fashion, Performing/Visual arts featuring music, film and dance.

There will be exhibitions, workshops and children’s entertainment from 10am-8pm Saturday 31st May & 11am-6pm Sunday 1st June. 
a spectacular treat for the senses, the Voices across cultures Street Market festival is a must-see for all the family.

Free

ROSES HaiR & MaKE-uP BY tHe POWder rOOM GirlS • www.thepowderroomgirls.com
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ElEaNOR SuTTON

TaRa DINaN
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wAterForD
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CaTHaRINE JOYCE

ClaIRE CuRRaN

western CAnADA

KentuCKY

lauREN WalSH

GIllIaN buRKE

tIpperArY

wICKlow

MICHEllE PRIOR

KaTY EDSall

Boston & new englAnD

new YorK

GRáINNE MaNGaN

allISON WETTERauW

ohIo

wAshIngton DC

MaIRéaD HuSSEY

aNNI KaVaNaGH

mAnChester

BAhrAIn

ROSIE KEEHaN

aOIFE bRODERICK

sAn FrAnCIsCo

DerBY

ClaIRE REGaN

JIll buRNS

nottInghAm

germAnY

NaNCY bOYCE

CYNDI CROWEll

north CArolInA

texAs

SaOIRSE FauGHNaN

PaTRICE McGIllYCuDDY

lonDon

ABu DhABI

MaRIa WalSH

RHONa McGaRVEY

phIlADelphIA

BIrmInghAm

CaRMEl ClaRKE
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ORla O’SHEa
Rose of TRAlee 2004

PaTRICE lENNON
HeAD of sAles & MARKeTIng 

DAlATA 

MICHaEl KEalY
RTe

MuIRNE HuRlEY
Rose of TRAlee 1994

CON O’CONNOR
foRMeR PResIDenT of 

THe Rose of TRAlee

DENISE SaMMON
RTe 

iRish Regional Judging Panel

inTeRnaTional Judging Panel
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aMaNDa CaNNON
melBourne

NIaMH bERGIN
luxemBourg

SuSaN O’SullIVaN
omAn

THE Roses’ visit to Portlaoise would not be complete without taking a spin in a classic 
motor car dating back to before they were even born!

The Gordon Bennett irish classic car Run is an event open to all vintage, veteran and 
classic cars, motorcycles and commercials registered prior to 1980. Participants will 
drive the historic Gordon Bennett Route over the June Bank Holiday weekend.

THE GORDON BENNETT 
iriSH ClASSiC CAr run 

THE Roses always add a splash of radiant colour to the midlands when county Laois plays 
host to the Rose of Tralee Regional festival and for this we express a sincere thank you to 
Laois county council and Laois Tourism.

2014 will be no different and most of the fun and excitement that the Roses experience 
would not be possible without the support of our local sponsors.

This event, now a Regional festival has been transformed dramatically since 2008 when 
Portlaoise first hosted the Roses and their families.

The Portlaoise Heritage Hotel is a magnificent entertainment venue and ideally suited to 
stage an event of this magnitude. The management and staff never fail to meet the needs 
of all their guests including the Roses, festival team, Judges and visiting supporters.

This is also true of the Maldron Hotel Portlaoise where the Roses are always treated to 
great food and an enjoyable feast of music and dance. The stunning castle Durrow, was 
the picturesque venue for this year’s event launch and it will play host to the Roses, Judges 
and Rose centre co-ordinators on Sunday afternoon. The entire local business community 
deserve much praise for embracing this festival and for their overall hospitality and kindness 
to all the Roses and their families.

Who was Gordon Bennett? James Gordon Bennett (1841-1918) was born in 1841 of 
an irish mother and a Scottish father, who owned the New York Herald Tribune. in 
1900 he sponsored the first ever international motoring competition – The Gordon 
Bennett cup Race: the first to be held on a closed circuit.  He sponsored six races 
in total, the first three and the sixth were held in france.  The fourth was held in ireland and the fifth 
was in Germany.  The Gordon Bennett cup Race paved the way for modern Grand Prix racing.  The 

first french Grand Prix in 1906 was testament to 
the growing commercialisation and international 
trend on motorcar manufacturing.  The Gordon 
Bennett cup Race is often referred to as the race 
that saved motorsport.

On Saturday afternoon, 31st May, the Roses 
and Rose Buds will be treated to a drive in 
some of these classic vehicles and they will be 
chauffeur-driven on a circuit of Portlaoise. Each 
year, the Roses describe their Gordon Bennett 
car Experience as being the highlight of their 
weekend in Laois.

Rose of TRalee Regional fesTival 2014

ROSES HaiR & MaKE-uP BY tHe POWder rOOM GirlS • www.thepowderroomgirls.com



SPOnSOrinG HOtelS

the Portlaoise Heritage Hotel
Town centre, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 867 8588
E: info@theheritagehotel.com
W: www.theheritagehotel.com

Castle durrow Country House Hotel
Durrow, county Laois
T: + 353(0)57 873 6555
E: info@castledurrow.com
W: www.castledurrow.com

the Maldron Hotel Portlaoise
Togher Roundabout, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 869 5900
E: info.portlaoise@maldronhotels.com
W: www.maldronhotels.com

Abbeyleix Manor Hotel
cork Road, abbeyleix, 
county Laois
T: +353 (0) 57 87 30111
E: info@abbeyleixmanorhotel.com
W: www.abbeyleixmanorhotel.com

Castle Arms Hotel
Durrow, county Laois
T: + 353 (0)57 873 6117
E: castlearmshotel@hotmail.com
W: www.castlearmshotel.ie

the Gandon inn
Emo, county Laois
T: +353 (0)57 862 6622
E: gandoninn@eircom.net
W: www.gandoninn.com

the Heritage Golf & Spa resort
Killenard, county Laois
T: +353 (0)57 864 5500
E: info@theheritage.com
W: www.theheritage.com

the killeshin Hotel
Dublin Road, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 863 1200
E: info@thekilleshin.com
W: www.thekilleshin.com

O’ loughlins Hotel
Main Street, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 862 1305
E: info@oloughlinshotel.ie
W: www.oloughlinshotel.ie

Preston House
abbeyleix, county Laois
T: +353 (0)57 873 1432
E: info@prestonhouse.ie

B&B’S & SelF CAterinG
Please use list as per the B&B and Self 
catering list in the Passport to Laois. 

FOr FurtHer inFOrMAtiOn On 
ACCOMMOdAtiOn, 
please contact: 
Portlaoise Tourist information Office, 
T: +353 (0)57 862 1178

fOR HOTEL PacKaGES, 
view www.roseoftralee.ie 
or www.laoistourism.ie 

• lIaM CaSEY & SON

• SEaMuS O’DONOGHuE

• THE SquaRE baR

• THE WElCOME INN

• lOCKEYS

WheRe To sTay

Pubs in PoRTlaoise
• PEIGS

• COPPERS

• SallY GaRDENS

• GREllaN DElaNEY & SONS

• RYaNS

• aNDY bERGINS

• DE bRuN

• lEaTEaN

✿• O’lOuGHlINS HOTEl

• KaVaNaGHS baR & VENuE

• EGaNS HOSTElRY

• RaMSbOTTOMS

POrtlAOiSe
reStAurAntS (eVeninG)

Spagos restaurant
Portlaoise Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 867 1927
Open: fri, 6.00pm - 9.30pm;
Sat, 5.00pm - 9.30pm; Sun, 5.30pm - 9.00pm

the kingfisher restaurant
Old aiB Bank, Main Street, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 866 2500 / 866 2899
E: enquiries@kingfisherrestaurant.com
Open: Sat & Sun, 5.00pm - 11.00pm
Lunch Wed to fri, 12.00pm - 2.30pm

relish Brasserie
Portlaoise. Open 10am ‘til late. 
T: 057 8662200 
W: www.relishbrasserie.com

kellys Foundry
Jessop Street, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 867 8588
Open: Thurs, 5.00pm - 10.00pm;
fri & Sat, 5.00pm - 11.00pm;
Sun, 1pm - 9.00pm; Mon 5.00pm - 10.00pm

Seasons restaurant
Top Square, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 868 0809
Open: Tues to Sun, Lunch 12.30 - 2.00pm
Dinner 6.00pm

the killeshin Hotel
Dublin Road, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 863 1200
cedar Bar: fri, 12.00pm - 9.00pm;
Sat, 12.30pm - 7.00pm; Sun, 12.30 - 9.00pm
Restaurant: fri & Sat, 6.00pm - 9.00pm

O’loughlins Hotel
Main Street, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 862 1305
E: info@oloughlinshotel.ie
Open: Daily, 7.30am - 9.00pm

Maldron Hotel
Togher Roundabout, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 869 5900
Breakfast: fri, 7.00am - 10.00am;
Sat, Sun & Mon 7.00am - 11.00am
carvery: fri, Sat & Mon 12.30pm - 3.00pm;
Sun, 12.30pm - 8.30pm
Dinner: fri, Sat & Mon 5.30pm - 8.00pm

reStAurAntS (dAy)

the Pantry
13 Market Square, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 868 1695
Open: Mon to Sat, 9.30am - 5.00pm
Sun, 11.00am - 5.00pm
cafés/coff ee Shops

Caffe latte
Lyster Square, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 866 3017
Open: Mon to Sat, 8.00am - 5.30pm

dunamaise Arts Centre
church Street, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 86 63515
Open: Mon to Sat, 8.00am - 5.30pm

McPhersons
unit 11, Lyster Lane, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 866 2960
Open: Mon to Sat, 8.30am - 5.00pm

O’Briens Sandwich Bar
Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 867 0888
Open: Mon to Sat, 7.30am - 7.30pm;
Sun, 8.00am - 7.30pm

PuBS

egans Hostelry
Lr. Main Street, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 862 1106 / 862 1101
Open: Daily, 9.30am - 9.30pm

ramsbottoms
101 Main Street, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 862 1531

POrtArlinGtOn
the Candied Walnut
Portarlington. 
Open Tue/Wed 9-5; Thur/fri 9-3 & 5.30 to late; 
Sat 11-3 & 5.30 to late; Sun 12.30-3 & 5.30 to 
late; Bank Holiday 11-5. T: 057 8636360

ABBeyleix
reStAurAntS 

Preston House
abbeyleix, county Laois
T: +353 (0)57 873 1432
E: info@prestonhouse.ie
Open: Lunch daily 12.00pm - 4.00pm
Dinner: Thurs & Sun, 5.00pm - 8.00pm;
fri & Sat, 5.00pm - 9.30pm

Mac’s restaurant & Wine Bar
Main Street, abbeyleix, county Laois
T: +353 (0)57 875 7500
Open: Wed to fri from 2.00pm
Sat & Sun for brunch from mid-day

Abbeyleix Manor Hotel
abbeyleix, county Laois
Tel: +353 (0)57 873 0111
Breakfast: Mon to fri, 7.00am - 11.00am;
Sat & Sun, 8.00am - 11.00am
carvery: Daily, 12 noon - 3.00pm
À la carte: Daily, 5.00pm - 9.30pm

eMO  | tHe HeAtH |  killenArd
treacys restaurant
The Heath, Portlaoise
T: +353 (0)57 864 6539
E: gandoninn@eircom.net
Open: Sat, 8.00am - 10.00pm;
Sun, 9.00am - 9.00pm
the Arlington room
Heritage Golf & Spa Resort, Killenard
T: +353 (0)57 864 5500
Open: Mon & Tue, Thurs to Sat,
7.00pm - 9.30pm

the Club House restaurant
Heritage Golf & Spa Resort, Killenard
T: +353 (0)57 864 5500
Open: Daily, 12.00pm - 9.00pm
full menu each day

Slieve Bloom Bar
Heritage Golf & Spa Resort, Killenard
T: +353 (0)57 864 5500
Open: Lunch, 12.00pm - 9.00pm
full menu each day

Greens restaurant (Clubhouse)
Heritage Golf & Spa Resort, Killenard
T: +353 (0)57 864 5500
Open: fri & Sat, 7.00pm - 9.30pm

Sol Oriens italian restaurant
& Steakhouse
Killenard, county Laois
T: +353 (0) 57 862 3822
Open: Wed & Thurs, 6.30pm - 9.30pm
fri & Sat, two sittings: 7.00pm & 9.00pm
Sunday, 5.30pm - 9.30pm

MOuntMelliCk
Mountmellick MdA restaurant
irishtown, Mountmellick
T: +353 (0) 862 4525
Open: Sat & Sun, 9.00am - 4.45pm

WheRe To eaT

• bERNIE KEEGaN

• THE PORTlaOISE HERITaGE HOTEl

• O’GORMaN’S baR & RESTauRaNT, KIlMINCHY

• TREaCY’S, THE HEaTH

• THE MIlE buSH (FaIRGREEN)

THE Roses always add a splash of radiant colour to the midlands 
when Portlaoise plays host to the Rose of Tralee Regional festival. 
This event has developed to match the growth of our centres 
worldwide and we are delighted to now embrace a total of 70 
centres who wish to celebrate a Rose of Tralee experience in 
ireland.
Last year’s Regional festival was the most colourful to date with 
the gathering of 61 Roses from centres in ireland, uK, uSa, 
canada, Middle East, australia and Europe.
it was all systems go from the moment the Roses arrived with 
a traditional music and sing-along night in the Maldron Hotel, 
a Street Disco in the heart of Portlaoise Town centre, a Gordon 
Bennett Vintage car Parade, civic Reception and visits to castle 
Durrow and Emo House.
Sarah conlon, the 2013 Laois Rose welcomed her fellow Roses 
to her home town and county with an immense sense of pride: 
“as the Laois Rose, you can only imagine the pride i felt as the 
host Rose for the Regional festival in Portlaoise. as always the 
hospitality and kindness showed to each of the Roses and the 
Rose of Tralee international team by the Portlaoise Heritage 
Hotel, Laois Tourism, local businesses and local people was 
breath-taking.”
The 2013 abu Dhabi Rose, Sara Moffatt, said that it was the 
best experience she can recall to date: “On our first evening we 
each received a beautiful set of Newbridge Silverware Jewellery 
that we wore to all the events. We were treated like royalty with 
Garda escorts, beautiful meals, champagne receptions and a 

chaperone team that were truly amazing. Each of the 61 girls at 
the Regional festival were outstanding, successful and ambitious 
young women. i can honestly say i have made a new group of 
friends that will stay with me for life.”
Throughout the Bank Holiday weekend, the 61 Roses took part 
in three selection nights hosted by Dáithí Ó Sé at the Portlaoise 
Heritage Hotel at the end of which 23 Roses were selected to 
forward to the international festival in Tralee.
The Portlaoise Heritage Hotel and the Maldron Hotels Portlaoise 
are magnificent venues ideally suited to hosting an event of this 
magnitude. The Roses are always treated to great food and an 
enjoyable feast of music and dance throughout their weekend.
Scotland Rose, ciara O’Driscoll, said that she always had a desire 
to become a Rose: “it was such a fun packed week, i struggle to 
pick one highlight. Things that easily spring to mind was receiving 
a guard of honour from the High Nelly club to the civic Reception 
from Laois county council.”
The Red carpet was rolled out again and again by all the event 
sponsors Laois Tourism, Laois county council, the Portlaoise 
Heritage Hotel, the Maldron Hotel Portlaoise, castle Durrow, 
Dan Morrissey and Laois Partnership who combined to make the 
Regional festival a major success.
The Rose of Tralee Regional festival significantly enhances the 
profile of the Rose of Tralee and it is a major stepping stone on 
each Rose’s journey to Tralee in august and we expect this year’s 
event to be every bit as enjoyable as 2013.

REGIONal FESTIVal 2013 
Looking back at the

Why not visit the Slieve Bloom Mountains – walking, 
horseback or by car? from the summit of Mount arderin on 
a clear day, it is possible to see the highest points of all four 
of the ancient provinces. The magnificent mountain range, 
teeming with wildlife, offers an almost unlimited range of 
activities including walking, cycling, car-touring, heritage tours 

and equestrian trails.

county Laois is steeped in heritage and folklore 
and a well-signposted Heritage Trail runs 

through the county.

emo Court & Gardens Visit 
the spectacular Emo court and 

Gardens, just 4 miles from 
Portlaoise. One of the finest 

stately houses in ireland, 
the house and gardens 

are open to the public.

Heywood Gardens known as the ‘Secret Garden’, these 
beautiful gardens were created by Sir Edwin Lutyens and 
Gertrude Jekyll. admission is free.

the rock of dunamaise One of the great monuments and 
fortresses of ireland towers over the Portlaoise/Stradbally road, 
offering breathtaking views of the county.

Heritage town of Abbeyleix One of ireland’s finest 
heritage towns, abbeyleix is a planned estate town. abbeyleix 
Heritage House and Sexton’s cottage are well worth a visit.

round tower of timahoe Built in the 1100’s on the site of 
an earlier monastery, located in Timahoe.

donaghmore Workhouse & Agricultural Museum 
See the rooms of an irish workhouse almost exactly as it 
appeared in the late 1800’s.

irish Fly-Fishing & Game shooting Museum, 
Attanagh The only museum of its kind in Europe, it explores 
300 years of hunting and fishing in ireland.

Stradbally is home to Stradbally Hall Estate and hosts a 
number of activities such as point-to-point racing, paintball, the 
annual Stradbally Steam Rally and Electric Picnic. Stradbally 
is home to the Stradbally Steam Museum and narrow gauge 
heritage railway.

Mountmellick’s fine buildings are identified on its Heritage 
Trail. The Mountmellick
Museum tells the story of Mountmellick’s rich Quaker past.

Vicarstown & Fisherstown These picturesque villages 
along the Grand canal are a useful base for walking, cycling, 
boating, fishing and barge trips.
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Advert for Rose 
Gathering/Festival 
entertainment

TO DO15th - 19th August 2014

ROsE BALL

FRIDAY 15th

FREE & AFFORDABLE

suNDAY 17th

AIR 
DIsPLAY

stREEt 
PARADEs 
& FIREWORK DIsPLAYs suNDAY 17th

FAshION 
shOW

LIVE tV sELECtION

MON & tuE 18th & 19th

PLus suPPORt ACts

FRIDAY August 15th 
gAtEs 7PM • €10 (SuBSiDiSED By LOcAL BuSinESSES & FEStivAL)

thE CABIN COLLECtIVE
sAtuRDAY 16th

tuEsDAY 19th

FRIENDs IN 
LOW PLACEs

DEREK 
RYAN

MONDAY 18th

suNDAY  17th

Rose of tralee 
INtERNAtIONAL 10K

NAthAN 
CARtER

thuRsDAY 14th

Join us next august at one of Ireland’s largest and longest 
running festivals, celebrating 55 years in 2014. 

The heart of the festival is the selection of the 2014 Rose of Tralee. 
The festival also includes street entertainment, carnival, 
live concerts, theatre, circus, markets, funfair, fireworks 

and our internationally renowned Rose Parade.

check out our website for all the latest news 
on this year’s festival at

www.roseoftralee.ie
Buy tickets on-line • Roses and Escort Profiles • festival History • festival Programme • How to be a Rose and more...
                                  Contact: 066 7121322   email: info@roseoftralee.ie

WAlkinG On CArS

SundAy 17th

Mon & tues      18th & 19th


